At St Peter & St Paul CE Primary School, Eye, we are passionate about developing confident, imaginative and enthusiastic writers from the very start of their school journey. At St Peter and St Paul our Reception children take part in Drawing Club, an exciting and highly engaging approach to early literacy that inspires a love of storytelling, drawing, language and writing.
Drawing Club in Reception
Drawing Club is a regular literacy session that combines high-quality texts, storytelling, talk, drawing and mark-making. Through exciting stories, traditional tales, animations and real-life experiences, children are immersed in rich vocabulary and imaginative adventures that spark their creativity and curiosity.
Each week, children explore a new story or theme. They become authors, illustrators and storytellers as they discuss characters, settings and events before creating their own drawings and beginning to record their ideas through writing.
How Drawing Club Supports Learning
Drawing Club helps children to:
· Develop a rich and varied vocabulary.
· Build speaking and listening skills through discussion and storytelling.
· Strengthen imagination, creativity and problem-solving.
· Practise early mark-making and writing for a purpose.
· Apply developing phonics knowledge to encode words and simple sentences.
· Build confidence as communicators and writers.
· Develop fine motor control needed for successful writing.
Children are encouraged to use their growing phonic knowledge independently, helping them see themselves as capable writers from an early age.
The Importance of Oracy
Talk is at the heart of Drawing Club. Children explore ideas, share opinions, answer questions and collaborate with their peers. These valuable conversations help to deepen understanding, develop language and support future success in reading and writing.
Linking to Our School Vision
Our Christian vision of 'Nurture, Flourish and Serve' is woven throughout Drawing Club.
Nurture - Children learn in a safe, supportive environment where every idea is valued and celebrated.
Flourish - Through imaginative experiences and skilled teaching, children develop confidence, creativity and a positive attitude towards writing.
Serve - Children learn to listen respectfully to others, share ideas and celebrate each other's achievements, developing the communication skills that help them contribute positively to their community.
Why Parents Love Drawing Club
Drawing Club creates enthusiastic young learners who are eager to talk about stories and excited to write. Children often continue their imaginative play and storytelling at home, sharing their adventures with family and friends.
By making literacy purposeful, enjoyable and creative, Drawing Club lays strong foundations for future success in reading, writing and communication, ensuring that every child is given the opportunity to thrive.
"The magic of Drawing Club is that every child can be a storyteller, an artist and an author."
EYFS Curriculum Links
Drawing Club makes a significant contribution to the seven areas of learning within the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and supports children in developing the knowledge, skills and dispositions needed for future success.
Communication and Language
Children listen attentively to stories, engage in meaningful discussions, answer questions, predict outcomes and explain their ideas. Through rich conversations and storytelling, children develop a broad vocabulary and learn to express themselves with increasing confidence and clarity.
Literacy
Drawing Club provides purposeful opportunities for children to develop both reading and writing skills. Children explore a range of high-quality texts, learn new vocabulary, hear story structures modelled and apply their growing phonic knowledge when recording ideas, captions and sentences. This supports children's progression towards becoming confident and enthusiastic readers and writers.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children learn to share ideas, take turns in discussions, celebrate the achievements of others and develop resilience when tackling new challenges. Drawing Club nurtures confidence, independence and a positive attitude towards learning.
Physical Development
Drawing, mark-making and writing activities help children strengthen their fine motor skills, pencil control and hand strength, supporting the physical development required for successful writing.
Understanding the World
Stories often provide opportunities for children to explore different cultures, communities, occupations, environments and life experiences. Children are encouraged to make connections between stories and their own experiences, broadening their understanding of the world around them.
Expressive Arts and Design
Creativity sits at the heart of Drawing Club. Children use their imagination to create characters, settings and storylines, expressing their ideas through drawing, storytelling, role play and artistic responses.
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
Drawing Club strongly supports the EYFS Characteristics of Effective Learning by encouraging children to:
· Play and Explore by investigating ideas and taking imaginative risks.
· Actively Learn by remaining engaged, concentrating and taking pride in their achievements.
· Create and Think Critically by developing their own ideas, solving problems and making connections in their learning.
Preparing Children for Future Success
Through Drawing Club, children develop the essential foundations for literacy, communication, creativity and critical thinking. By fostering a love of stories and providing meaningful opportunities to communicate their ideas, we help every child to fulfil our vision to Nurture, Flourish and Serve, ensuring they are well-prepared for the next stage of their educational journey.

