Handwriting at St Peter and St Paul
Developing Confident, Fluent Writers Through Letter-join
At St Peter and St Paul, we believe that handwriting is a vital life skill that supports children in becoming confident, successful writers. Clear, fluent handwriting allows children to communicate their ideas effectively, develop pride in their work and focus more fully on the content of their writing rather than the mechanics of recording it.
To ensure a consistent, high-quality approach to handwriting across the school, we use Letter-join, a comprehensive online handwriting programme that provides a structured pathway from early mark-making through to fluent, joined handwriting.

Why Handwriting Matters
Research shows that children who develop automatic, fluent handwriting can dedicate more of their thinking to composition, creativity and vocabulary. Strong handwriting skills contribute to:
· Improved writing fluency
· Increased confidence and independence
· Better presentation across the curriculum
· Enhanced spelling and letter formation
· Greater pride in learning
At St Peter and St Paul, we have high expectations for presentation and handwriting, helping every child to achieve their very best.

What is Letter-join?
Letter-join is a well-established handwriting programme used by schools across the UK. It combines engaging teaching resources, interactive activities and clear progression to help children develop handwriting skills at an appropriate pace.
The programme supports children in learning:
· Correct letter formation
· Pencil grip and fine motor control
· Pre-cursive and cursive handwriting styles
· Joins between letters
· Consistent letter size and spacing
· Writing fluency and stamina
Lessons are carefully sequenced to ensure that pupils build secure foundations before moving on to more advanced skills.

Our Handwriting Journey
Early Years Foundation Stage
In Reception, children begin developing the physical foundations necessary for handwriting through a wide range of fine motor activities. They learn:
· Correct pencil grip
· Letter recognition and formation
· Gross and fine motor control
· Writing simple words and sentences
Letter-join resources support learning through engaging animations, songs and interactive activities that help children develop confidence from the earliest stages.
Key Stage 1
Children continue to refine letter formation and begin learning how letters are joined. Teaching focuses on:
· Accurate formation of all letters
· Appropriate sizing and orientation
· Starting and finishing points
· Introduction of joins
· Building writing fluency
Regular practice helps pupils develop consistency and confidence.
Key Stage 2
As children progress through the school, emphasis shifts towards developing:
· Fluent, joined handwriting
· Increased writing speed
· Consistent presentation
· Handwriting that supports extended writing across the curriculum
By Upper Key Stage 2, pupils are encouraged to write with increasing independence, choosing the most efficient and legible style for their work.

Consistency Across the School
One of the strengths of Letter-join is the consistency it provides. Staff use a common approach, shared language and agreed handwriting expectations from Reception to Year 6.
This means that pupils experience:
· A clear progression of skills
· Consistent modelling from adults
· High expectations in every year group
· Opportunities for regular practice and feedback
Our approach ensures that handwriting is not taught in isolation but is embedded throughout the wider curriculum.

Supporting All Learners
At St Peter and St Paul, we are committed to ensuring that every child can succeed. Letter-join provides a range of accessible resources that enable teachers to meet the needs of all learners.
Teachers carefully monitor progress and provide additional support where needed. This may include:
· Fine motor intervention activities
· Additional handwriting practice
· Adapted resources
· Individualised support and guidance
By responding to children's needs, we help every pupil make progress and experience success.

What You Will See Around School
As you walk around St Peter and St Paul, you will see children who:
✓ Form letters correctly and confidently
✓ Take pride in the presentation of their work
✓ Use joined handwriting as they become ready
✓ Demonstrate increasing fluency and independence
✓ Apply their handwriting skills across the curriculum
Our aim is for every child to leave St Peter and St Paul as a confident writer, equipped with the skills needed for the next stage of their education and beyond.

Our Vision
"Through high-quality teaching, consistent expectations and the effective use of Letter-join, we nurture confident, fluent writers who take pride in their work and recognise handwriting as an important tool for lifelong learning."
