Building Confident Spellers Through Phonics and Spelling Shed
At St Peter and St Paul CE Primary School, we recognise that accurate spelling is a fundamental skill that enables children to become confident, successful writers. Strong spelling knowledge allows pupils to communicate their ideas clearly, write with greater fluency and develop confidence across the curriculum.
We believe that successful spelling begins with secure phonics knowledge. Therefore, spelling is first taught through our systematic phonics programme in the early years and Key Stage 1. As children's phonic understanding becomes increasingly secure, we build upon these foundations through the use of Spelling Shed, providing a carefully sequenced progression in spelling knowledge and skills.

Our Approach to Spelling
At St Peter and St Paul, we understand that children learn to spell by first understanding the relationship between sounds and letters. Through phonics teaching, pupils develop the essential knowledge needed to read and spell words accurately.
As children move beyond the early stages of phonics, Spelling Shed supports them in developing a deeper understanding of:
· Spelling patterns and rules
· Common exception words
· Prefixes and suffixes
· Word families
· Morphology (how words are constructed)
· Etymology (the origins of words)
This enables children not only to spell individual words correctly but also to understand how language works.

From Phonics to Spelling
Early Years and Key Stage 1
Children develop their spelling knowledge through daily phonics teaching. They learn to:
· Hear and identify sounds in words
· Link sounds to corresponding graphemes
· Blend sounds for reading
· Segment words for spelling
· Apply phonics knowledge in their writing
As their phonic knowledge grows, children begin to spell increasingly complex words with confidence and accuracy.
Key Stage 2
Once phonics foundations are secure, pupils progress to learning spelling through Spelling Shed.
Lessons build upon prior learning and focus on:
· National Curriculum spelling objectives
· Spelling rules and conventions
· Investigating word patterns
· Vocabulary development
· Applying spelling knowledge in independent writing
This ensures a seamless progression from early phonics learning to sophisticated spelling understanding.

What is Spelling Shed?
Spelling Shed is an engaging spelling programme that provides structured teaching materials, interactive games and opportunities for regular practice.
The programme supports children in:
· Consolidating previously taught learning
· Learning new spelling patterns and rules
· Revisiting and retaining key knowledge
· Developing confidence and independence
· Applying spelling accurately across the curriculum
By combining explicit teaching with enjoyable practice, children become increasingly secure and fluent spellers.

Spelling Across the Curriculum
We have high expectations for spelling in all areas of learning. Children are encouraged to apply the knowledge gained through phonics and Spelling Shed in their wider writing, whether they are working in English, science, history, geography or RE.
Teachers consistently model and reinforce accurate spelling, helping pupils develop the habits and confidence required for lifelong learning.


Supporting Learning at Home
Through Spelling Shed, pupils can access engaging activities and assignments to reinforce classroom learning at home.
Regular practice helps children to strengthen their understanding of spelling patterns and develop greater confidence in applying their knowledge independently.
Parents can support their child by:
· Encouraging little-and-often practice
· Listening to their child talk about spelling rules and patterns
· Reading regularly together
· Promoting a positive attitude towards learning from mistakes

Living Our Vision: Nurture, Flourish and Serve
Our spelling curriculum reflects our vision to Nurture, Flourish and Serve.
By establishing strong foundations through phonics and building upon these through Spelling Shed, we nurture confident learners, help every child flourish as a writer and equip them with the literacy skills they need for future success.
Our Vision
"Through strong phonics foundations and the progressive teaching of spelling through Spelling Shed, we nurture confident learners, enable children to flourish as writers and equip them with the skills needed for lifelong learning and success."

