Building Strong Foundations in Reading and Writing
At St Peter and St Paul CE Primary School, we believe that learning to read is one of the most important skills a child will acquire. Reading unlocks the wider curriculum, supports communication and enables children to flourish throughout their education and beyond.
To ensure every child becomes a confident, successful reader, we teach Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) through Bug Club Phonics, a comprehensive and engaging programme which provides a structured pathway from first sounds and letters to fluent reading and writing.
Our approach is underpinned by our school vision to Nurture, Flourish and Serve, ensuring that all children receive the support, challenge and encouragement they need to achieve their full potential.

What is Systematic Synthetic Phonics?
Systematic Synthetic Phonics is a proven approach to teaching children how to read and write by developing their understanding of the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and letters or groups of letters (graphemes).
Children learn to:
· Recognise and say sounds accurately.
· Link sounds to letters and letter groups.
· Blend sounds together to read words.
· Segment words into sounds for spelling.
· Read and spell increasingly complex words.
· Develop fluency and confidence in reading.
By teaching these skills in a carefully planned sequence, children gain the essential foundations needed to become successful readers and writers.

Why We Use Bug Club Phonics
Bug Club Phonics provides a clear progression of learning that is fully aligned with the National Curriculum and supports children from the earliest stages of reading.
The programme offers:
· Daily, structured phonics lessons.
· Engaging, interactive resources.
· Decodable reading books matched to children's phonics knowledge.
· Regular review and consolidation opportunities.
· Assessment tools to monitor progress and identify next steps.
This consistent approach ensures that children can successfully apply the phonics they have been taught when reading and writing.

Our Phonics Journey
Nursery
Our youngest learners begin developing the foundations for phonics through:
· Listening and attention activities.
· Speaking and listening opportunities.
· Nursery rhymes and songs.
· Rhythm and rhyme activities.
· Developing vocabulary and communication skills.
These early experiences help prepare children for formal phonics teaching.

Reception
Children begin learning the relationship between sounds and letters through daily phonics lessons.
They learn to:
· Recognise and pronounce phonemes accurately.
· Read and write simple words.
· Blend sounds to read words and sentences.
· Segment words into sounds for spelling.
· Develop confidence as early readers and writers.
Learning is practical, engaging and carefully tailored to children's needs.

Key Stage 1
As children progress through Year 1 and Year 2, they continue to build upon their phonics knowledge.
They learn:
· Alternative spellings for sounds.
· Alternative pronunciations of graphemes.
· Increasingly complex words and sentence structures.
· Greater fluency and automaticity when reading.
Pupils are given regular opportunities to apply their phonics knowledge in both reading and writing across the curriculum.

Reading Practice Books
A key feature of our phonics provision is the use of carefully matched decodable reading books.
Children take home books that closely align to the phonics knowledge they have already been taught. This allows them to:
· Practise and consolidate new learning.
· Develop accuracy and fluency.
· Build confidence and independence.
· Experience success as readers.
We believe that children become motivated readers when they experience success, and our book-matching process plays an important role in achieving this.

Assessment and Early Intervention
At St Peter and St Paul, staff regularly assess children's phonics knowledge to ensure that learning is secure.
Assessment enables teachers to:
· Identify misconceptions quickly.
· Adapt teaching to meet children's needs.
· Provide additional support when required.
· Monitor progress carefully over time.
Where children need further support, targeted interventions are provided so that gaps are addressed swiftly and pupils can keep up with their peers.

Supporting Reading at Home
Parents and carers are vital partners in supporting children's reading development.
There are many ways families can help, including:
· Listening to children read regularly.
· Revisiting previously taught sounds.
· Enjoying stories together.
· Encouraging children to talk about books.
· Celebrating effort and progress.
The Bug Club online platform also provides opportunities for children to practise reading and revisit learning beyond the classroom.

Beyond Phonics
While phonics provides the foundation for reading, we also place great emphasis on developing a love of books, language and storytelling.
Alongside phonics teaching, children enjoy:
· Daily story times.
· Class reading sessions.
· Poetry and rhymes.
· Rich vocabulary experiences.
· High-quality texts across the curriculum.
Our aim is not only to teach children how to read but to inspire them to become lifelong readers.

What You Will See Around School
As you walk through St Peter and St Paul, you will see children who:
✓ Enjoy reading and sharing books
✓ Use phonics confidently to decode unfamiliar words
✓ Read with increasing fluency and expression
✓ Apply phonics knowledge in their writing
✓ Talk enthusiastically about stories and characters
✓ Develop resilience and independence as learners

Living Our Vision: Nurture, Flourish and Serve
Our phonics curriculum reflects our commitment to Nurture, Flourish and Serve.
Through high-quality teaching, carefully matched reading materials and early intervention where needed, we nurture every child as an individual reader, help them flourish academically and personally, and equip them with the literacy skills they need to serve and contribute positively to the world around them.
Our Vision
"Through the systematic teaching of phonics using Bug Club Phonics, we nurture confident readers, enable every child to flourish through literacy and provide the foundations for lifelong learning, success and service."

